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Development of 
the next reprocessing standard
• Over the next 2-3 years, a new 

Australian standard will be 
developed that covers both
office-based practice and large 
health care facilities, and which 
will be linked to specific 
implementation guides 
(including one for dentistry)

• This new standard, once 
released, will replace both 
AS/NZS 4815:2006 and AS/NZS 
4187:2014. 

• Until that happens, dental 
practitioners can continue to 
follow either of the two existing 
standards.
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AS 5369 – unified reprocessing standard in 
advanced stage of development
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Reprocessing of reusable medical 
devices and other devices in health 
and non-health related facilities

Public comment round on DR AS 5369  
ended mid Jan 2022. >530 comments.

Currently in response phase for 
Standards Australia committee HE-023. 

There will be a second public comment 
phase and ctee vote in late 2022. After 
this will be the final release of AS 5369: 
202X. 

Implementation advice from ADA ICC 
will follow.
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From manual to mechanical cleaning 
(Ultrasonic cleaner or Washer disinfector)
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Updated ultrasonic cleaner std 
AS 2773:2019
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Washer disinfector performance tests:  SPLAT

(c) 2022 Laurence J Walsh 8



23/04/2022

5

Washer disinfector performance tests:  SPLAT
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Washer disinfector performance tests
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U/sonic and Washer disinfector performance tests
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Sterilizing room design• Flow of work
• Bench space
• Under bench 

lighting
• GPO outlets
• Compressed air
• WD capability

• Water softening
• Water Tx (RO/DI) 

for final wash
• Separate electrical 

circuits
• Exhaust ventilation
• Thermal load for 

a/conditioning
• Clean storage of 

sterilized items
• Avoid direct 

sunlight ?



23/04/2022

7

Provision for washer disinfectors?
• Space in the joinery

• Chemical dosing tank space

• Location of services 
• Waste

• Electrical power – high capacity circuit

• Feed water – may need to come via softener 
when local tap water is too hard (high TDS)

• Final rinse water – from RO or DI

• Ergonomics for loading/unloading
• Avoid location in corners

• Total heat load in the room 

WD electrical power: 3 phase vs. single phase
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Water for steam sterilizers and WD final rinse

Distiller, deionizer, reverse osmosis

Cassettes – fit into WD
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Cassettes
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Storage at height

• Bulkhead to ceiling good for lowering dust 
accumulation

• Practicality of high cupboards

• Only light items (manual handling issues)
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Sterilizing room – modular design and prefab.

Need for OPA instrument level disinfectant for 
items that cannot with stand heat?
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Descending order of resistance

Relative resistance:
Sterilization   vs       High, intermediate, and low level
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